Head-banging
Harpist Makes 4
Her Move

Musician

Rashida Folley
takes ber show

on the road

By Huda Mu’min
‘WI Staff Writer

Washington native Rashida :

different, but some of the best

Jolley comes from a long line :

411 ISTYLE

“I was teased about being

of musicians and is making her :
unique mark in the music world. :

Jolley, a former Miss District

Got Talent” contestant is on a :

mission to inspire others to be :

true to yourself.’

true to themselves and follow :

their dreams. Jolley, who re- :

cently made her debut as “The :
Head banging harpist” on Lady :
Gaga’s international “Monster- :
ball Tour”, sat down with the :
Informer’s Fluda Mu min, to dis- pated to petformers like Alicia :
cuss her love for music, the harp : :

as an instrument, and what the :

its the drive to be different with rience. I had one of those mo-

world can expect next from her.

“I tried other instruments be- :

fore the harp. My mother told
rr?éethn ?rgas 13 :Ezu ;r t(})mt i ferent, but some of the best ad- :
God had told her I was tr%ee;nt to ¢ vice I ever received was, ‘Be true :
play the harp. 1 fell in love with to yourself” Sometimes bel{]g
; true to yourself makes you dif- i 10 for Jolley came toward the

While her mothers idea of | ferent from other people or to

creating music that incorporated : what is normal or mainstream.

the harp and lyrics, little did Jol- :
: made huge differences in the : . , :
: Y f them had i cent to Diana Ross’ celebrated :
p world. any o them had to 80 4 1983 Central Park performance |
: up against what was mainstream. : o . gl
: . . i — only this time the music did
: Alot of the time that is the only :
: . . » i not stop.
i way to leave a lasting impact,” !

it instantly,” Jolley said.

ley know that countless hours of
study and practice would pre-
pare her to perform on one of
the largest international tours in
history.

Jolley creatively set herself

apart from other entertainers, :

-advice I ever received was, ‘Be

of Columbia and “America’s :

¢ hip-hop, R&B, and pop music
i delivered while singing and play-
i ing the harp. She has been com-

i Keys and Celine Dion, and cred-

¢ her successs.

¢ said Jolley.

From performing local gigs in

with a cool mix of Classical’ the District to “America’s Got

i Talent” to touring as the “Head
© Banging Harpist”, Jolley’s career :
i is a dream for many.

“Being on tour with Lady

: GaGa was an incredible expe-

© ments in my life where I actually :
“I'was teased about being dif- : saw my dream become a reality....
i I couldn’t believe it was actually :

i happening,” Jolley said.

One of my most inspiting mo-

¢ end of the tour, while in Mexico. :

¢ In a sold-out stadium of 50,000, :

Just look at the people who have . : L
i pouring rains began — reminis- !

“There was a downpour of :

SeeJOLLEY on Page 24
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rain and yet, people were enet-
gized and Gaga gave 150 percent
through the entire show. The
fearlessness and excitement that
came from the audience and ev-
eryone on stage, was inspiring,”
said Jolley.

Her fairytale-like journey to
superstardom is only just begin-
ning. Since the end of her tour,
Jolley has entered the studio.

“I’'m working on my album
with my brothers Nate and
Noble. My new single “There’s
No One Else Like You” will be
available in June and the album
has something for everyone. The
album will feature original songs
with the harp and a mixture of
R&B with a rock edge.”

Jolley recently helped close-
out the second season of the
Mo’Nique show by performing
her new single for her audience.
She said it was important for her

first solo performance to be on :

the Mo’Nique Show because she
has been a supporter of the ac-
tress for years.

“A year ago I sat in the au-
dience to view a taping of
Mo’Nique’s show and it was
amazing, To now perform on
that same show was wonder-
ful. T respect and love her talent
and her perseverance. She has
inspired me over the years and
it was an honor for me,” Jolley
said.

Rashida hopes to continue to
grow as an artist and continue
to inspire others to follow their
dreams.

“Sometimes you have to take
a leap of faith and grow your
wings on the way down. I feel like
that quote is the story of my life.
From being a kid that was teased,
to standing where I am now, it re-
ally has been about taking a leap
of faith,” Jolley said. WI

For more information about Rashi-
da Jolley and her upcoming releases
visit www.Rashidafolley.com.
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